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conditions are usually a five years' contract, with a nominal
rate of pay of 17.50 francs a day. Actually after food,
lodging, medical attention and repatriation dues have been
paid, the male labourer has about 80 francs (11/6) per month
left. Opinion regarding the use of indentured labour on
the island is very much divided. Some claim that the
island couldn't have been developed at all without it, others
<claim with equal vehemence that it has in every way retarded
New Caledonia's development.
To the extent that white labour has been organized in the
colony, it has opposed the employment of coolie labour—
mainly on the grounds that under the terms of their contract
the coolies were not allowed to leave their place of work,
nor were they allowed to strike. Breach of contract was
usually punished by gaol. This was obviously a lever in
the hands of the employing class who could resist any
attempt by the white workers to raise their standards, by
threatening their displacement with the coolie labourers. In
point of fact, several strikes have been broken by the use of
the coolies.
Prom another point of view, too, the use of coolie labour
is criticized. Business men have compared the development
of the nickel industry in Canada adversely with that of New
Caledonia. In Canada where more initial expense was out-
laid in setting up modern equipment, and European labour is
employed, the extra initial cost is more than recuperated by
the extraction of profitable nickel by-products, which are
wasted under the more primitive New Calendonian methods.
Two conversations which I had with local employers, seem
to typify the attitude of the whites to the coolie labourers.
The first was with a young French mine-owner, who in most
respects seemed to be more progressive than the average.
In discussing the development of the colony he burst out
with unusual vehemence.
'The whole trouble in this colony is the	half-castes !'
I agreed with him to the extent ot saying that it seemed to
me the indentured labour system had its drawbacks*
*No.   The system is all right.  We need their labour.   The

